
Organizational Law | Licensing Law | Drug Law | Census Data



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Organizational Law
1. Board Description

First Enactment ........................................................................................................................... 1
Board Designation/State Agency ................................................................................................. 1
Rules and Regulations Made by ................................................................................................. 1
Number of Compliance Officers/Inspectors ................................................................................. 1
Board Fiscal Year ........................................................................................................................ 1
Method of Financing the Board 

State Board Account  ......................................................................................................... 2
Special Fund in State Treasury .......................................................................................... 2
State General Revenue Fund ............................................................................................ 2

2. Board Membership 
Number of Board Members

Pharmacist ......................................................................................................................... 4
Public ................................................................................................................................. 4
Pharmacy Technician ......................................................................................................... 4

Pharmacist Members
Must Be Actively Practicing? .............................................................................................. 4
Years of Practice Required ................................................................................................ 4
Term Length in Years ......................................................................................................... 4
Limited to How Many Terms? ............................................................................................. 5

Public Members
Term Length in Years ......................................................................................................... 5

Limited to How Many Terms? ............................................................................................. 5

Licensing Law
3. Examination Requirements

Examinations                        
NAPLEX® ........................................................................................................................... 8
MPJE® ................................................................................................................................ 8
Non-MPJE Law Examination ............................................................................................. 8
Other .................................................................................................................................. 8

Does State Participate in NAPLEX Score Transfer Program? .................................................... 9
Validity Period for a NAPLEX Score Transfer? ............................................................................ 9
Does State Limit the Number of Attempts for the NAPLEX? If Yes, How Many? ........................ 9
Does State Limit the Number of Attempts for the MPJE? If Yes, How Many? ............................. 9



TABLE OF CONTENTS

4. Pharmacy Practice Experience Hour Requirements
Alabama to Delaware ................................................................................................................ 13
District of Columbia to Idaho ..................................................................................................... 14
Illinois to Massachusetts ........................................................................................................... 15
Michigan to North Carolina ........................................................................................................ 16
North Dakota to Texas ............................................................................................................... 17
Utah to Wyoming ....................................................................................................................... 18

5. Registration for Interns/Preceptors/Training Sites 
Does Board Require Licensure/Registration of:

Training Sites? ................................................................................................................. 20
Preceptors? ...................................................................................................................... 20
Interns? ............................................................................................................................ 20

Intern Initial Fee ......................................................................................................................... 20
Intern Renewal Fee ................................................................................................................... 21
Intern Duration of Registration .................................................................................................. 21

Does Board Report Pharmacist Intern Hours to Other Boards? ............................................... 21

6. Foreign Pharmacist Licensure
Issuance of Licenses to Foreign-Educated Pharmacists .......................................................... 24
State Requirements for Foreign-Educated Pharmacist Licensure ............................................ 24

FPGEC® Certification ....................................................................................................... 24
Practical Experience ........................................................................................................ 24
Appearance Before the Board Required? ........................................................................ 25

FPGEC Certification for 1993-2004 Graduates of CCAPP-Accredited  
Professional Programs .............................................................................................................. 25

7. Issuance of Initial Pharmacist Licensure 
Board/Regulatory Agency That Issues Licenses ....................................................................... 28
Age at Which Initial License Can Be Obtained .......................................................................... 28
Initial Certificate Fee .................................................................................................................. 28
Temporary Licenses .................................................................................................................. 29

Are Criminal History Record Checks Required for Initial Licensure as a Pharmacist?..............29

8. Issuance of Pharmacist Licenses Through Licensure Transfer
Is Board Hearing Required? ...................................................................................................... 32
Hearings Per Year ..................................................................................................................... 32
Temporary License .................................................................................................................... 32

Is FPGEC Certification Required for All Foreign-Educated License Transfer Applicants? ....... 32



TABLE OF CONTENTS

9. Pharmacist Licensure Renewal
Renewal Schedule .................................................................................................................... 35
Renewal Fee ............................................................................................................................. 35
Expiration Date* ........................................................................................................................ 35
Notification Date ........................................................................................................................ 35

10. Continuing Pharmacy Education Requirements  
Alabama to California ................................................................................................................ 37
Colorado to District of Columbia ................................................................................................ 38
Florida to Guam ......................................................................................................................... 39
Hawaii to Maine ......................................................................................................................... 40
Maryland to Montana ................................................................................................................. 41
Nebraska to New Mexico .......................................................................................................... 42
New York to Puerto Rico ........................................................................................................... 43
Rhode Island to Vermont ........................................................................................................... 44
Virginia to Wyoming ................................................................................................................... 45

11. Regulation of Pharmacy Technicians 
Designation ............................................................................................................................... 48
Does State:

License Technicians? ....................................................................................................... 48
Register Technicians? ...................................................................................................... 48
Require Certification? ...................................................................................................... 48

Does State Require Criminal History Checks for Pharmacy Technician  
Licensure/Registration? ............................................................................................................. 49
Technician Registration Fee ...................................................................................................... 49
Registration Renewal Schedule ................................................................................................ 49
Technician Training Requirements ............................................................................................ 50
Does State Require Pharmacy Technicians to Complete Accredited Pharmacy  
Technician Education/Training?  ................................................................................................ 50
Technician CPE Requirements .................................................................................................. 50
Technician Examination Requirement ....................................................................................... 50
Can Board Deny, Revoke, Suspend, or Restrict Technician Registration? ............................... 51
Maximum Ratio of Technician(s) to Pharmacist in an: .............................................................. 51

Ambulatory Care Setting .................................................................................................. 51
Institutional Care Setting .................................................................................................. 51

12. Pharmacy Technicians in Hospital/Institutional Setting 
May Pharmacy Technicians in the Hospital/Institutional Setting: .............................................. 60

Accept Called-in Prescription From Physician’s Office? .................................................. 60
Enter Prescription Into Pharmacy Computer? ................................................................. 60



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Check the Work of Other Technicians? If Yes, Is There a Requirement for Technology? . 60
Call Physician for Refill Authorization? ............................................................................ 61
Compound Medications for Dispensing? ......................................................................... 61
Transfer Prescription Orders? .......................................................................................... 61

13. Pharmacy Technicians in Community Setting 
May Pharmacy Technicians in the Community Setting: ............................................................ 65

Accept Called-in Prescription From Physician’s Office? .................................................. 65
Enter Prescription Into Pharmacy Computer? ................................................................. 65
Check the Work of Other Technicians? ............................................................................ 65
Call Physician for Refill Authorization? ............................................................................ 66
Compound Medications for Dispensing? ......................................................................... 66
Transfer Prescription Orders? .......................................................................................... 66
Administer Vaccines, as Permitted by State Laws/Regulations? ..................................... 66
Perform Point-of-Care Testing? ....................................................................................... 66

14. Pharmacy Licensure Requirements 
Number of Pharmacy License Categories* ............................................................................... 71
Must Nonresident Pharmacies Be Licensed/Registered? ......................................................... 71
Must Nonresident Pharmacists Be Licensed? ........................................................................... 71
Does State Issue Separate Licenses for Sterile Compounding Pharmacies? .......................... 72
Does State Issue Separate Licenses for Sterile Compounding Facilities That Are  
Registered With FDA  as Outsourcing Facilities? ...................................................................... 72
Does State Have a Separate License Category for Specialty Pharmacy? ................................ 72
Initial Licensure/Registration Fee .............................................................................................. 73
Renewal Fee ............................................................................................................................. 73
Renewal Schedule .................................................................................................................... 73
Initial Controlled Substance Fee ............................................................................................... 73
Controlled Substance Renewal Fee .......................................................................................... 74
Controlled Substance Renewal Schedule ................................................................................. 74
Does State: ................................................................................................................................ 74

Recognize NABP Digital Pharmacy Accreditation? ......................................................... 74
Recognize VPP®? ............................................................................................................ 74
Require VPP? .................................................................................................................. 74
Have a Minimum Number of Hours Requirement for the PIC  
to Work Each Week? ....................................................................................................... 75

Require the PIC to Be an Employee? .............................................................................. 75

15. Wholesale Prescription Drug Distributor Licensure Requirements 
Is the Board of Pharmacy Responsible for Licensing Wholesale Distributors? ......................... 83



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Initial Wholesale Distributor Licensure/Registration Fee ........................................................... 83
Renewal Fee ............................................................................................................................. 83
Renewal Schedule .................................................................................................................... 84
Does State Have a Third-Party Logistics Provider Law? .......................................................... 84
Does State License Out-of-State Wholesalers? ........................................................................ 84
Does State Require Wholesale Distributors of Nonprescription Drugs to Be Licensed? .......... 85
Are Criminal History Record Checks Required for Wholesale Distributors? ............................. 85
Does State Recognize NABP Drug Distributor Accreditation? .................................................. 85
Does State Recognize or Require NABP Supply Chain Inspection? ........................................ 86
Does State Require a Supply Chain Inspection for Licensure of Wholesale Drug Distributors   
or 3PLs? If So, How Recent Must the Inspection Be? .............................................................. 86

16. Device Wholesale Distributor Licensure Requirements 
Does State License Device Manufacturers? If Yes, Which Agency? ......................................... 90
Does State License Dispensers of Prescription Medical Devices That Are Not  
Pharmacies? If Yes, Which Agency? ......................................................................................... 90
Does State License Dispensers of Nonprescription Medical Devices That Are Not  
Pharmacies? If Yes, Which Agency? ......................................................................................... 91
Does State Require: .................................................................................................................. 91

Wholesale Distributors of Prescription Medical Devices to Be Licensed?  
If Yes, Which Agency? ..................................................................................................... 91
Wholesale Distributors of Durable Medical Equipment to Be Licensed? ......................... 92

Does the Board of Pharmacy Have Regulatory Authority Over Wholesale Distributors of  
Nonprescription and/or Prescription Medical Devices? ............................................................. 92

17. Manufacturer and Outsourcing Facility Licensure Requirements 
Does State License: .................................................................................................................. 95

Virtual Manufacturers? ..................................................................................................... 95
Resident Outsourcing 503B Facilities? If Yes, as a) Outsourcing Facilities  
b) Manufacturers  c) Pharmacies d) Wholesale Distributors? .......................................... 95
Nonresident Outsourcing 503B Facilities? If Yes, as a) Outsourcing Facilities  
b) Manufacturers c) Pharmacies d) Wholesale Distributors? ........................................... 95

Does State Require NABP Drug Distributor Accreditation for 503B Outsourcing Facilities? .... 96
Does State License/Register Manufacturers? If Yes, as a) Wholesale Distributor  
b) Manufacturer? ....................................................................................................................... 96
Does State Permit Community Pharmacies to Dispense Compounded Products Procured  
From 503B Facilities?  ............................................................................................................... 96



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Drug Law
18. Drug Control Regulations 

Does State Have: .................................................................................................................... 100
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act? ..................................................................................... 100
Dangerous Drug Law? ................................................................................................... 100
Controlled Substances Act? ........................................................................................... 100
Precursor or Substances Placed in Controlled Substance Schedule? .......................... 100
Controlled Substances/Drugs of Concern Scheduled Differently Than the Federal  
Controlled Substances Act? If So, Which Drugs? .......................................................... 101
Quantity Limits for Controlled Substances? What Quantity Limits Are Imposed? ......... 101
Does State Have: ........................................................................................................... 102
Laws/Regs on Over-the-Counter Sale of Pseudoephedrine? ........................................ 102
Laws/Regs on Dispensing Medical Oxygen?................................................................. 102
Medical Marijuana Laws? .............................................................................................. 103
Cannabidiol Laws? ......................................................................................................... 103

19. Drug Product Selection Laws
State Drug Formulary ...............................................................................................................110
Two-line Rx Format ..................................................................................................................110
Permissive or Mandatory* ........................................................................................................110
How to Prevent Substitution .....................................................................................................110
Cost Savings Pass-on ..............................................................................................................110
Patient Consent** .....................................................................................................................110
Has State Designated a List of Drugs That Are Not Substitutable  
(ie, Narrow Therapeutic Index Drugs)? ....................................................................................111
Does State Have Any Interchangeability Requirements for Biosimilars/Biologics? ..................111

20. Prescription Requirements 
Is Prescription Order Valid: .......................................................................................................115

For Non-Controlled Substance Legend Drug From Out-of-State Prescriber? ................115
For Controlled Substance From Out-of-State Prescriber? ..............................................115
If Based on an Online Questionnaire? ............................................................................115

Is Prescription Order Needed to Buy Syringes/Needles? ........................................................115
Are Syringes/Needles Restricted to Sale Only in Pharmacy? ..................................................116
Time Limit on Prescription Refills? ...........................................................................................116
Does State: ...............................................................................................................................116

Allow Sale of Schedule V Preparations OTC? ................................................................116
Require Identification for Schedule II Controlled Substance Prescriptions? ...................117



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Require Identification for Controlled Substance Prescriptions Other Than Schedule II ..117
Allow Use of Preprinted Rx Forms for Non-Controlled Prescriptions? ............................117
Require Expiration or Beyond-Use Date on Rx Vial Labels in Community Practice? .....117

How Long Must Prescription Records Be Maintained? ............................................................118
Are There Any Size, Design, Layout, Security Features, or Other Formatting Requirements  
for Prescription Pads? ..............................................................................................................118

21. Electronic Prescriptions 
Does State Require Electronic Transmission of Prescriptions? .............................................. 123

22. Prescription Monitoring Program Requirements 
Does State:

Have Mandatory PMP/PDMP Reviewing Requirements? ............................................. 125
Require Reporting of Drugs to PMP/PDMP Other Than Federally Controlled? ............. 125
Require PMP/PDMP Waiver Submission? If So, How Often Does It Need to Be  
Renewed? ...................................................................................................................... 125

23. Patient Counseling Requirements 
Is Patient Counseling Required for: ......................................................................................... 128

Medicaid Patients? ......................................................................................................... 128
All Other Patients? ......................................................................................................... 128
New Prescriptions? ........................................................................................................ 128
Refill Prescriptions? ....................................................................................................... 128

Must Patient Counseling Be Performed Personally, Face-to-Face, by the Pharmacist? ........ 128
Are Patient Profiles Mandated? ............................................................................................... 128

24. Prescribing Authority 
Physician Assistant .................................................................................................................. 131
Advanced Practice Registered Nurse ..................................................................................... 131
Clinical Nurse Specialist .......................................................................................................... 131
Certified Nurse Midwife ........................................................................................................... 131
Midwife (non-APRN) ................................................................................................................ 131
Certified Nurse Practitioner ..................................................................................................... 132
Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist ................................................................................... 132
Doctor of Homeopathy (Limited to Course of Practice) ........................................................... 133
Optometrist .............................................................................................................................. 133
Emergency Medical Technician Paramedic ............................................................................. 133
Naturopathic Doctor ................................................................................................................ 133

25. Dispensing Authority 
Medical Doctor ........................................................................................................................ 142
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine .............................................................................................. 142



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Dentist ..................................................................................................................................... 142
Podiatrist ................................................................................................................................. 142
Veterinarian ............................................................................................................................. 142
Doctor of Homeopathy ............................................................................................................ 142
Physician Assistant .................................................................................................................. 143
Advanced Practice Registered Nurse ..................................................................................... 143
Clinical Nurse Specialist .......................................................................................................... 143
Certified Nurse Midwife ........................................................................................................... 143
Midwife .................................................................................................................................... 143
Certified Nurse Practitioner ..................................................................................................... 143
Optometrist .............................................................................................................................. 144
Naturopathic Doctor ................................................................................................................ 144

26. Possession of Non-Controlled Legend Drugs

Medical Doctor ........................................................................................................................ 148
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine .............................................................................................. 148
Dentist ..................................................................................................................................... 148
Podiatrist ................................................................................................................................. 148
Veterinarian ............................................................................................................................. 148
Doctor of Homeopathy ............................................................................................................ 148
Physician Assistant .................................................................................................................. 149
Advanced Practice Registered Nurse ..................................................................................... 149
Clinical Nurse Midwife ............................................................................................................. 149
Midwife .................................................................................................................................... 149
Certified Nurse Practitioner ..................................................................................................... 149
Optometrist .............................................................................................................................. 150
Naturopathic Doctor ................................................................................................................ 150
Pharmacist .............................................................................................................................. 150

27. Possession of Controlled Substances 
Medical Doctor ........................................................................................................................ 153
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine .............................................................................................. 153
Dentis ...................................................................................................................................... 153
Podiatrist ................................................................................................................................. 153
Veterinarian ............................................................................................................................. 153
Doctor of Homeopathy ............................................................................................................ 153
Physician Assistant .................................................................................................................. 154
Advanced Practice Registered Nurse ..................................................................................... 154
Clinical Nurse Specialist .......................................................................................................... 154



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Certified Nurse Midwife ........................................................................................................... 154
Midwife .................................................................................................................................... 154
Nurse Practitioner .................................................................................................................... 154
Optometrist .............................................................................................................................. 155
Naturopathic Doctor ................................................................................................................ 155
Pharmacist .............................................................................................................................. 155

28. Independent Pharmacist Practice 
May Pharmacists

Initiate, Modify, and/or Discontinue Drug Therapy Pursuant to a Collaborative Practice 
Agreement   or Protocol? ............................................................................................... 158
Administer Drugs? ......................................................................................................... 158
Independently Administer Immunizations to Adults in Accordance with CDC and ACIP  
Schedules? .................................................................................................................... 158
Order Lab Tests? ........................................................................................................... 159
Administer Tests? If So, What Type(s) of Tests? ............................................................ 159
Interpret Tests? .............................................................................................................. 159
Prescribe Based Upon Test Outcome(s)? ...................................................................... 159

May Pharmacists Prescribe Naloxone? .................................................................................. 160
Do Pharmacists Have Independent Authority to Prescribe  
(Not Including Collaborative Practice Agreements and Statewide Protocols)? ....................... 160
Does the State Issue Controlled Substance Licenses to Pharmacists? .................................. 160

29. Remote Pharmacy Practice
May Pharmacists Practice Medication Therapy Management Outside of a Pharmacy  
Setting?  .................................................................................................................................. 166
Can Prescription Order Entry Occur Outside of a Licensed Pharmacy?  ................................ 166
Can Product Verification Occur Outside of a Licensed Pharmacy?  ....................................... 166

30. Miscellaneous State Pharmacy Laws 
Does Board Allow Centralized Prescription Filling Facilities to Be Utilized? ........................... 168
Is Prescriber Ownership of a Pharmacy Prohibited? ............................................................... 168
Does State Have “Freedom of Choice” Legislation? ............................................................... 168
Does State Have Laws/Regs on Dispensing Prescription Medical Devices? ......................... 168
Does State Require Pharmacies to Conduct Self-inspections? .............................................. 169
Does Board Require Pharmacies to Maintain Any Type of Continuous Quality Improvement  
Program to Monitor and Prevent Quality-Related Events? ..................................................... 169
Does Board Have Regulations Aimed at Relieving Pharmacist Workload? ............................ 169
Does Board Have Regulatory Oversight of Pharmacy Benefit Managers? ............................. 169
Does State Allow Drug Repository/Donation Program? .......................................................... 170
Does State Permit the Return and Reuse of Medications? ..................................................... 170
Does State Have Laws/Regulations on the Disposal of Medications? .................................... 170
Does State Allow the Practice of Telepharmacy? .................................................................... 170



TABLE OF CONTENTS

31. Minimum Standards of Practice 
Does Board Require Compliance With:

USP Chapter <795> Pharmaceutical Compounding—Nonsterile Preparations? 
If No, Do Statutes, Regs, or Policy Incorporate the Standards of the Chapter? ............ 176
USP Chapter <797> Pharmaceutical Compounding—Sterile Preparations? 
If No, Do Statutes, Regs, or Policy Incorporate the Standards of the Chapter? ............ 176
USP Chapter <800> Hazardous Drugs—Handling in Healthcare Settings?                                          
If No, Do Statues, Regs, or Policy Incorporate the Standards of the Chapter? ............. 176

If Board Requires Compliance With:
USP Chapter <795>, Which version should licensees comply with? Does Board  
adopt the chapter by reference? .................................................................................... 177
USP Chapter <797>, Which version should licensees comply with? Does Board  
adopt the chapter by reference?  ................................................................................... 177
USP Chapter <800>, Which version should licensees comply with? Does Board  
adopt the chapter by reference? .................................................................................... 177

us a32. Census Data* (As of July 30, 2024) 
Number of Pharmacists Licensed by State ............................................................................. 181
Number of Pharmacists With In-State Addresses ................................................................... 181
 Practice Settings: ................................................................................................................... 181

Ambulatory/Community Pharmacy ................................................................................ 181
Hospital Pharmacy ......................................................................................................... 181
Manufacturing/Wholesale .............................................................................................. 182
Teaching/Government .................................................................................................... 182
Other Capacities ............................................................................................................ 182

Number of Pharmacy Interns .................................................................................................. 183
Number of Pharmacy Technicians ........................................................................................... 183
Number of Pharmacies ............................................................................................................ 183
Number of Resident Outsourcing Facilities ............................................................................. 183
Number of Nonresident Outsourcing Facilities ........................................................................ 183
Number of Sterile Compounding Licenses/Registrations ........................................................ 183
Practice Settings/Categories of Licensure: ............................................................................. 184

Hospital/Institutional Pharmacies ................................................................................... 184
Independent Community Pharmacies ............................................................................ 184
Chain Pharmacies .......................................................................................................... 184
Out-of-State or Nonresident Pharmacies ....................................................................... 184

Number of Manufacturers ........................................................................................................ 185
Number of Wholesale Distributors ........................................................................................... 185
Number of Nonresident Wholesale Distributors ...................................................................... 185
Number of Exclusive Wholesale Device Distributors .............................................................. 186
Number of Device Manufacturers ............................................................................................ 186



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Number of Device Dispensers ................................................................................................. 186
Number of Medical Oxygen Distributors .................................................................................. 186
Does State Collect NABP e-Profile® ID for: ............................................................................. 187

Pharmacists ................................................................................................................... 187
Pharmacy Technicians ................................................................................................... 187
Pharmacies .................................................................................................................... 187
Other Facilities ............................................................................................................... 187

NABP Publications .................................................................................................................. 190
Glossary of Acronyms ............................................................................................................. 192


