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NABP Mission Statement 
NABP is the independent, international, and impartial association 
that assists its member boards and jurisdictions for the purpose of 
protecting the public health. 

Annual Meeting Survey
Winners Announced

NABP congratulates the following three 
winners of the 114th Annual Meeting Survey 
Drawing. These individuals received a $50 
American Express Gift Card for participating. 

• Sabrina Beck – Nebraska Board of Pharmacy

• Brian Belmont – Therapeutic Research Center

• Alexandra Blasi – Kansas State Board of Pharmacy

Thank you to all participants for taking time to complete the 
survey. Your responses will be considered for future meeting 
enhancements.
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First-Time Attendees Network and Learn About Annual 
Meeting Proceedings During Orientation Session

$1,850 Raised for Children’s Hospital Colorado Through Attendee 
Donations and AWARxE T-shirt Purchases
Attendees showed their support for Children’s Hospital Colorado at 
this year’s Annual Meeting with $1,850 in donations and AWARXE®  
t-shirt purchases. In partnership with the Colorado State Board of 
Pharmacy, NABP donated all proceeds to the hospital, a nonprofit that 
cares for children at all ages and stages of life. 

Networking With Districts 
(Left) Fellow District 8 members, Roger Fitzpatrick, 
RPh, member, Utah Board of Pharmacy (left) and 
Daniel “Joe” Dodge, PharmD, RPh, inspector, Nevada 
State Board of Pharmacy (right), network during the 
Orientation Session.

Discussing the Benefits of Attending 
Annual Meetings
(Right) Karen M. Ryle, MS, RPh, NABP past president 
and former member of the Massachusetts Board 
of Registration in Pharmacy, shares with colleagues 
how attending the Annual Meeting has impacted her 
experience as an NABP member.
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Special Events

Recently appointed board of pharmacy members, first-time NABP Annual Meeting attendees, and others interested 
in learning about NABP attended the orientation session “From District Meeting to Annual Meeting – Learning About 
NABP” on Saturday, May 5, 2018. The orientation provided information on the role of district meetings in NABP business 
proceedings, an overview of Annual Meeting processes for discussing and voting on resolutions, amendments to the NABP 
Constitution and Bylaws, and Executive Committee open member and officer positions. 



114th Annual Meeting

Gathering over 400 attendees and guests 

representing NABP active member state boards of 

pharmacy, associate member boards, government 

agencies, and other key stakeholders, the NABP 

114th Annual Meeting realized its theme, “To Climb 

Upward, We Must Think Forward.” Held May 5-8, 

2018, at the Hyatt Regency Denver at Colorado 

Convention Center in Denver, CO, the Annual 

Meeting provided an opportunity for attendees to 

think forward and help shape the direction of NABP 

by participating in important business proceedings, 

attending continuing pharmacy education (CPE) 

sessions, and networking with peers.

Elections Held and Resolutions Approved

During the Annual Meeting business sessions, board of pharmacy voting 
delegates elected officers and members to the NABP Executive Committee 
(see page 9 for details). In addition, six resolutions were adopted. The 
resolutions address timely issues, including the implementation and regulation 
of technology in pharmacy practice, safety standards for the compounding 
and dispensing of compounded drug products, and electronic transmission 
of prescriptions. Resolutions also addressed exploring the development 
of regulations based on standards of care as well as the development of 
an interstate registration system. The full text of the adopted resolutions is 
available beginning on page 7 of this newsletter.

Board of pharmacy voting delegates also discussed and voted on one 
proposed amendment to the NABP Constitution and Bylaws. Delegates agreed 
to pass the proposed Bylaws amendment to remove the Pharmacy Council of 
New Zealand from District 8, at their request.

Officer Speeches

During her address to the membership, incoming NABP President Susan 
Ksiazek, RPh, DPh, described her focus for the upcoming year, highlighting 
her plans to ensure that NABP members continue to collaborate to ensure the 
Association can provide innovative tools and resources to support boards in 
their mission to protect public health. As part of this initiative, Ksiazek reiterated 
the importance of continuing NABP’s legacy of innovation and enhancing 
existing programs through the use of more sophisticated technologies to better 
serve the increased needs of the member boards of pharmacy. Ksiazek noted 
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the recent launch of the upgraded 
e-Profile system and e-Profile Connect, 
which provide a centralized database 
of information, streamline the licensure 
transfer process, enable NABP to offer 
more innovative services, and enhance 
the integrity and security of all e-Profile 
data.

Ksiazek also emphasized using 
a team-based approach to focus 
the Association on maximizing its 
resources and reinforcing the NABP 
programs and services that are well-
recognized for protecting patients 
and making a difference for the state 
boards of pharmacy.

In addition, Ksiazek announced a new 
three-day Annual Meeting format with 
a more concise schedule. Beginning in 
2019, the event will run from Thursday 
through Saturday afternoon and 
feature three business sessions, CPE, 
networking opportunities, and an 
awards luncheon.

Lastly, Ksiazek encouraged members 
to participate in shaping the future of 
the Association by serving on a task 
force or committee and stressed the 
importance of the NABP Interactive 
Forums in offering board executive 
officers, staff, and members the 
opportunity to collaborate with their 
colleagues on key issues affecting the 
boards.

2017-2018 NABP President Jeanne 
D. Waggener, RPh, DPh, provided 
attendees with an overview of the 
developments and accomplishments 
of the past year, including efforts 
to educate stakeholders about the 
importance of the boards regulating the 
practice of pharmacy for the safety and 
protection of public health. Waggener 
highlighted NABP’s expanded social 

media offerings and educational 
outreach, and introduced a new 
campaign that will promote the 
educational efforts of the boards. 
In addition, Waggener highlighted 
NABP’s involvement in the National 
Conference of Pharmaceutical 
Organizations (NCPO) and 
the statement NCPO released 
in support of the President’s 
Commission on Combating Drug 
Addiction and the Opioid Crisis, 
requesting the opportunity for 
dialogue with the White House to 
discuss and address this public 
health emergency.

During his speech to the 
membership, 2017-2018 NABP 
Executive Committee Chairperson 
Hal Wand, MBA, RPh, shared 
updates on the Association’s 
programs and services, including 
the progress made in advancing 
initiatives to ensure the safety of 
compounded medications, the 
expansion of consumer education 
campaigns for the .Pharmacy 
Verified Websites Program, 
and the increase in .pharmacy 
registrants. Wand also highlighted 
the Workgroup on International 
Membership’s recommendations 
that NABP should maintain the 
current active and associate 
membership categories and 
maintain the current composition of 
the Executive Committee, and that 
the Executive Committee should 
establish an ad hoc International 
Advisory Committee.

Lastly, 2017-2018 NABP Treasurer 
Jack W. “Jay” Campbell IV, JD, 
RPh, shared an overview of the 
Association’s strong fiscal condition 
and what it means for the state 
boards of pharmacy, including c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  6

the growth and development of the 
numerous programs and services 
that assist boards in their mission of 
protecting the public health.

Educational Sessions

Between business sessions, meeting 
attendees had the opportunity to attend 
CPE sessions and earn up to 6.5 contact 
hours (0.65 CEU) of Accreditation 
Council for Pharmacy Education 
(ACPE)-accredited CPE credit. The CPE 
sessions focused on several timely and 
relevant topics, including medication-
assisted treatment to help address the 
opioid epidemic, social media and how 
boards can use it to educate licensees 
about the importance of the boards 
of pharmacy, transitioning pharmacy 
regulation to standards of care, as well 
as analyzing data and using it to support 
regulation.

In addition, the Educational Poster 
Session, “Thinking Forward to Educate,” 
provided an opportunity for CPE credit. 
Representatives from ACPE and member 
boards of pharmacy, as well as students 
and faculty from schools and colleges 
of pharmacy, presented 12 posters that 
addressed such issues as pharmacy 
education, pharmacy regulation, and 
patient safety.

NABP also offered a pre-meeting CPE 
session, “Regulating Medical Cannabis – 
At the Height of Controversy.” This timely 
CPE topic featured guest speakers with 
expertise in drug policy who discussed 
current medical cannabis laws, how the 
drug is being used, and future actions 
to recognize or restrict its use. More 
detailed information about this session is 
available on page 12 of this newsletter.
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114th Annual Meeting

Keynote Speaker Aron Ralston Shares His Survival Story With Annual Meeting Attendees 
(Above) Aron Ralston, an experienced outdoorsman whose harrowing wilderness survival story was the subject of the major 
motion picture 127 Hours, shared with attendees the lessons he learned about life priorities and the value of relationships in 
overcoming even the most daunting obstacles in his speech “Between a Rock and a Hard Place.” Pictured left to right are Jack 
W. “Jay” Campbell IV, JD, RPh, 2018-2019 NABP president-elect; Kim A. Caldwell, RPh, 2011 NABP honorary president; Jeanne 
D. Waggener, RPh, DPh, 2018-2019 NABP chairperson; Aron Ralston; Richard B. Mazzoni, RPh, NABP Executive Committee 
member; Philip P. Burgess, MBA, DPh, RPh, NABP Executive Committee member; and Hal Wand, MBA, RPh, 2017-2018 NABP 
chairperson. 

Executive Committee Officer Reports Available Online at NABP.pharmacy

The NABP 114th Annual Meeting officer reports are available in the Publications and Reports section of the NABP website at 
www.nabp.pharmacy. Posted reports include the Report of the Executive Committee, President’s Address, Remarks of the 
Incoming President, and Report of the Treasurer. 

Meeting Overview 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  5

Special Events

Several special programs and events 
provided attendees with further 
opportunities to network and share 
information. The Hospitality Brunch and 
Educational Table Top Displays offered 
attendees the chance to mingle and gain 
knowledge while enjoying a buffet brunch. 
Table tops highlighted important issues 
and programs from federal regulatory 
agencies and other organizations. The 
NABP Executive Committee and several 
NABP past presidents also presented a 
table top display to share with attendees 
all the different ways they can become 
involved with the Association. In addition, 
the NABP districts presented a table top 
display in an effort to encourage member 
involvement at district meetings. Members 

of the Colorado State Board of Pharmacy 
also had a table top to share insight on 
current issues their Board is working on, 
as well as the must-see sights of Denver.

Recently appointed state board of 
pharmacy members and those who 
attended the Annual Meeting for the 
first time were encouraged to attend 
the session “From District Meeting 
to Annual Meeting – Learning About 
NABP.” This interactive session gave 
attendees information on the role of 
the NABP districts. Attendees learned 
how business activities at the district 
meetings shape business conducted at 
the Annual Meeting. Information about 
voting, resolutions, amendments to the 
Constitution and Bylaws, and NABP 
Executive Committee open member and 
officer positions was presented.

In addition, a networking session, 
“Expanding on Forum Discussions – 

Moving Forward With Shared Topics,” was 
held for meeting participants to discuss 
topics selected by attendees of NABP’s 
Interactive Forums in fall 2017. Such topics 
included limits on opioid prescribing 
and dispensing, mandatory prescription 
monitoring program consulting, 
prescriptive authority, pharmacists and 
providership status, advanced technician 
roles, and more.

Other special events at the 114th Annual 
Meeting included the President’s 
Welcome Reception honoring 2017-2018 
NABP President Jeanne D. Waggener, 
RPh, DPh, the USP Update and Breakfast, 
and the AWARXE® Fun Run/Walk.

The NABP Annual Awards Dinner 
recognized select individuals for their 
dedication to protecting public health. See 
page 16 for more details.  
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Business Sessions
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Board of Pharmacy Delegates Approve Six Resolutions 
During NABP 114th Annual Meeting
Delegates from the member boards of pharmacy adopted 
the following six resolutions during the NABP 114th 

Annual Meeting.

Resolution No. 114-1-18

Implementation and Regulation of Technology in 
Pharmacy Practice 

Whereas, technology is a critical component in the 
provision of pharmacy and patient care services; and

Whereas, state boards of pharmacy regulate the practice 
of pharmacy, and consequently the use of technology in 
practice; and

Whereas, challenges exist to effectively regulate the 
use of technology due to its evolving nature and rapid 
development that often outpace the development and 
adoption of governing state laws and rules; and 

Whereas, the Model State Pharmacy Act and Model Rules 
of the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy (Model 
Act) includes broad and effective language addressing the 
implementation and regulation of the use of technology in 
pharmacy practice;

Therefore Be It Resolved that NABP, in collaboration 
with state boards of pharmacy, communicate, where 
applicable, to state legislative and regulatory authorities 
the NABP Model Act language pertaining to the 
implementation and regulation of technology to allow 
for the appropriate use, innovation, and safeguards that 
address security and patient safety.

Resolution No. 114-2-18

Safety Standards for the Compounding and Dispensing of 
Compounded Drug Products 

Whereas, the compounding of drug products for patients 
may include materials that are deemed hazardous 
by the appropriate state or federal agency or active 
pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) that require black box 
warnings in their labeling; and 

Whereas, the handling of those types of materials or APIs 
in the preparation of such compounded drug products or 
the dispensing of those drug products to the patient or 
caregiver could endanger the health of the pharmacist or 
technician who compounded the drug product, and the 
patient or caregiver who received the compounded drug 
product;

Therefore Be It Resolved that NABP encourage United 
States Pharmacopeial Convention (USP) and/or other 
stakeholders to develop educational information 
concerning USP Chapter <800> and the appropriate 
handling of these types of materials to be provided to the 
patient or caregiver.

Resolution No. 114-3-18

Electronic Transmission of Prescriptions

Whereas, the electronic transmission of prescriptions from 
prescribers to pharmacists is a more effective means of 
transmission compared to a handwritten prescription or 
verbal order; and

Whereas, there is evidence that mandating the electronic 
transmission of prescriptions provides multiple 
advantages;

Therefore Be It Resolved that NABP collaborate with 
appropriate stakeholders including, but not limited to, 
Drug Enforcement Administration, Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services, and electronic prescribing experts, to 
examine the feasibility of mandating that all prescriptions 
be transmitted electronically.

Resolution No. 114-4-18

Task Force to Develop Regulations Based on 
Standards of Care 

Whereas, the practice of pharmacy continues to evolve 
toward direct patient care; and 

Whereas, in some settings, pharmacists are currently 
prescribing drugs and devices, ordering and interpreting 
drug therapy-related tests, and administering drugs; and

Whereas, technology continues to develop and lead to 
advancements within the pharmacy profession; and

Whereas, medical and nursing regulations include 
standards of care that have allowed flexibility in their 
professional scope of practice while preserving the ability 
of their respective regulatory boards to maintain patient 
safety;

Therefore Be It Resolved that NABP convene an 
interdisciplinary task force to explore considerations 
for transitioning from strictly prescriptive rule-based 
regulations to a model that includes a standard of care 



Business Sessions

Sponsorships and Grants Provide Support for the Annual Meeting

Gold
CVS Health

Humana Pharmacy Solutions
Pfizer

Walgreen Co.

Silver
Express Scripts

Genentech
Greenwich Biosciences, Inc

Johnson & Johnson
Pearson VUE

Rite Aid Corporation
Walmart, Inc

Bronze
Cardinal Health

Much Shelist, PC
Technical Safety Services, Inc

Resolutions 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  7
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Therefore Be It Resolved that NABP explore developing an 
interstate registration system to provide for pharmacists’ 
participation in interstate dispensing models while 
maintaining board of pharmacy’s jurisdiction to initiate 
possible administrative proceedings to protect the public 
health.

Resolution No. 114-6-18

Recognition Resolution

Whereas, the individuals listed here have made significant 
contributions to NABP, the protection of the public health, 
and the practice of pharmacy: 

W. Franklin Gilmore (MS)
Joseph Victor Greco (LA)
Lester Hardy (LA)
Martin Fleming “Buddy” McDonough, Jr (TN)
Jimmy E. Wilson (TN)

Whereas, NABP and its member boards of pharmacy are 
saddened by the death of these individuals;

Therefore Be It Resolved that NABP and its members formally 
acknowledge the leadership and contributions made by these 
individuals; and 

Be It Further Resolved that NABP and the boards of 
pharmacy extend their sincere sympathies to the family and 
friends of these members. 

process, and discuss the necessary tools (eg, peer review 
committees, enforcement approaches) for boards of 
pharmacy to make this transition.

Resolution No. 114-5-18

Cooperative Interstate Registration System

Whereas, state boards of pharmacy are charged with 
protecting the public health as it relates to patient safety, 
patient health, and patient services provided by pharmacies 
and pharmacists; and

Whereas, the practice of pharmacy has expanded to include 
dispensing models wherein a single dispensing transaction 
may extend across state boundaries; and

Whereas, states do not always require individual pharmacists 
who participate in interstate dispensing models to obtain a 
pharmacist license in each state into which the pharmacist 
participates in dispensing medications; and 

Whereas, errors may occur in such interstate transactions 
where the pharmacist who committed the error is beyond 
the jurisdiction of the state in which the patient is harmed or 
potentially harmed; and

Whereas, the board of pharmacy in the patient’s resident state 
is unable to meet its charge to protect the public because 
it lacks jurisdiction to pursue a remedial action and/or 
discipline against the offending pharmacist;



2018-2019 Executive Committee Inaugurated
NABP delegates have elected individuals to fill the 
president-elect, treasurer, and open member positions on 
the Association’s 2018-2019 Executive Committee.

The newly elected officers of the NABP Executive 
Committee are:

• President-elect Jack W. “Jay” Campbell IV, JD, RPh,
executive director, North Carolina Board of Pharmacy

• Treasurer Timothy D. Fensky, RPh, DPh, FACA, member,
Massachusetts Board of Registration in Pharmacy

Members elected to serve on the NABP Executive 
Committee are:

• Bradley S. Hamilton, RPh, vice president, Maine Board of
Pharmacy (one-year term)

• Lenora S. Newsome, PD, member, Arkansas State Board
of Pharmacy (three-year term)

• Nicole L. Chopski, PharmD, BCGP, ANP, chair, Idaho State
Board of Pharmacy (three-year term)

At the conclusion of the Annual Meeting, Susan Ksiazek, 
RPh, DPh, member of the New York State Board of 
Pharmacy, assumed the office of NABP president, and 
Jeanne D. Waggener, RPh, DPh, former member of the 
Texas State Board of Pharmacy, assumed the position of 
chairperson of the Executive Committee. In addition, the 
following members are continuing to fulfill their terms on the 
2018-2019 NABP Executive Committee: 

• Caroline D. Juran, RPh, DPh, executive director, Virginia
Board of Pharmacy

• Reginald B. “Reggie” Dilliard, DPh, executive director,
Tennessee Board of Pharmacy

• Philip P. Burgess, MBA, DPh, RPh, former member, Illinois
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation,
Division of Professional Regulation – State Board of
Pharmacy

• Gary W. Dewhirst, RPh, DPh, member, North Dakota State
Board of Pharmacy

• Richard B. Mazzoni, RPh, chair, New Mexico Board of
Pharmacy

Abbreviated biographies for the officers and members of the 
Association’s 2018-2019 Executive Committee follow. Full 
biographies are available on the NABP website at www 
.nabp.pharmacy/about/executive-committee.

Chairperson: Jeanne D. Waggener, RPh, DPh

Jeanne Waggener, former member of 
the Texas State Board of Pharmacy, 
serves as chairperson of the Executive 
Committee. Prior to assuming office, 
she served one-year terms as president, 
president-elect, and treasurer, and one 
three-year member term as an Executive 
Committee member representing District 
6. An active member of NABP, Waggener
has participated in several task forces,

including the Task Force on Sponsorship of NABP District and 
Annual Meetings, the Task Force on Prescription Drug Abuse, 
and the Task Force on Internet Pharmacy Practice. She also 
served on the Committee on Constitution and Bylaws, as 
a panelist for the Tri-Regulator Symposiums in 2012 and 
2015, and as Executive Committee liaison for the Advisory 
Committee on Examinations from 2012 to 2013. Waggener 
is a pharmacy clinical services manager for Wal-Mart Health 
and Wellness and has worked in the community pharmacy 
environment for over 40 years. She earned a bachelor of 
science degree in pharmacy from the University of Texas at 
Austin and received an honorary doctor of pharmacy license 
from the Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy.

President: Susan Ksiazek, RPh, DPh

Susan Ksiazek, a member of the 
New York State Board of Pharmacy, 
automatically assumed the office of 
president at NABP’s 114th Annual Meeting 
in May 2018. Prior to the election, she 
served one-year terms as president-
elect and treasurer, and one three-year 
member term representing District 2 
on the Executive Committee. An active 
member of NABP, Ksiazek served as 

the District 2 secretary/treasurer for seven years. Ksiazek 
participated in many of the Association’s task forces, including 
the Task Force on the Definition of a Patient-Pharmacist 
Relationship and the Task Force on Pharmacy Technician 
Education and Training Programs. As a member of the New 
York State Board, Ksiazek served two terms as chair. Ksiazek 
has diverse pharmacy experience including community, 
hospital, and long-term care practice with a clinical specialty 
in geriatrics. Ksiazek’s expertise in medication safety and 
regulatory and accreditation compliance led her to a position 
in hospital administration as the director of medical staff 
quality and education at Erie County Medical Center in 
Buffalo, NY. Ksiazek earned her bachelor of science degree 
in pharmacy from the State University of New York at Buffalo, 
School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences.

c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  10

Business Sessions

Special Issue 2018 innovations  | 9

www.nabp.pharmacy/about/executive-committee
www.nabp.pharmacy/about/executive-committee


President-elect: Jack W. “Jay” Campbell IV, JD, RPh

Jay Campbell, executive director of the North 
Carolina Board of Pharmacy, is serving as president-
elect. Prior to the election, he served a one-year term 
as treasurer and a three-year term as an Executive 
Committee member representing District 3. As an 
active member of NABP, Campbell has made many 
contributions to the NABP District 3 meetings and 
previously served as president of District 3 from 2008 
to 2017. In addition, he has served on many of the 
Association’s committees and task forces, including 

the Committee on Law Enforcement/Legislation, the Resolutions 
Committee, and the Task Force to Review and Recommend Revisions to 
the Controlled Substances Act. NABP awarded Campbell the Lester E. 
Hosto Distinguished Service Award in 2013. He also teaches pharmacy 
law and ethics classes at three North Carolina universities. Campbell 
earned his bachelor of science degree in pharmacy from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and his juris doctor degree from Vanderbilt 
University School of Law.

Treasurer: Timothy D. Fensky, RPh, DPh, FACA

Timothy Fensky, member of the Massachusetts 
Board of Registration in Pharmacy, is serving as 
treasurer. Prior to the election, he served a two-
year term as an Executive Committee member 
representing District 1. As a member of NABP, 
Fensky has made many contributions to the 
NABP District 1 meetings and previously served 
as president of the Massachusetts Board of 
Registration in Pharmacy. Fensky served on the 
Task Force on Pharmacist Prescriptive Authority and 

as Executive Committee liaison for the Task Force on Best Practices 
for Veterinary Compounding. Fensky is the pharmacy administrator 
at Bournewood Health Systems and the chief pharmacy officer at 
Sullivan’s Health Care. Fensky earned his bachelor of science degree 
in pharmacy from Northeastern University, Bouvé College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences, and received an honorary doctor of pharmacy 
license from the Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy.

Member: Bradley S. Hamilton, RPh

Bradley S. Hamilton, vice president of the Maine 
Board of Pharmacy, is serving a one-year member 
term, representing District 1, on the Executive 
Committee. As a member of NABP, Hamilton has 
made contributions to the NABP District 1 meetings. 
In addition, he served on the Task Force on Expanding 
International Membership, has represented the 
Maine Board of Pharmacy as a voting member at the 
2016, 2017, and 2018 NABP Annual Meetings and 
participated in the 2015 Tri-Regulator Symposium. 

Hamilton has been practicing pharmacy in the retail chain setting for 

almost 20 years. He began his career as a pharmacy manager at 
Walgreens in Connecticut, and then was a pharmacy manager and 
staff pharmacist at Hannaford Supermarkets and Pharmacy in Maine. 
Currently, Hamilton is pharmacy district manager for the Hannaford 
chain. Hamilton earned his bachelor of science degree in pharmacy 
from Northeastern University, Bouvé College of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences.

Member: Caroline D. Juran, RPh, DPh

Caroline Juran, executive director of the Virginia 
Board of Pharmacy, is serving a three-year 
member term, representing District 2, on the 
Executive Committee. An active member of 
NABP, Juran served as a member of the 2012 
Task Force to Review and Recommend Revisions 
to the Controlled Substances Act, represented 
NABP on the 2012 Pharmacist Minimum Data Set 
Workgroup to develop questions for a universal 
pharmacy workforce survey, represented District 

2 on the 2012 Resolutions Committee, and served as a member of 
the Committee on Law Enforcement/Legislation from 2012-2015, 
where she served as chair from 2012-2013. Under her leadership, the 
Virginia Board of Pharmacy received NABP’s Fred T. Mahaffey Award 
for contributions to the regulation of the practice of pharmacy and 
their efforts to ensure that compounding is performed in a safe and 
compliant manner. Juran directly supported Virginia’s role in the initial 
phase and process development of the Verified Pharmacy Program® in 
2013. Juran completed her studies at the College of William and Mary 
and earned her bachelor of science degree in pharmacy from Virginia 
Commonwealth University, Medical College of Virginia, and received 
an honorary doctor of pharmacy license from the Oklahoma State 
Board of Pharmacy.

Member: Reginald B. “Reggie” Dilliard, DPh

Reggie Dilliard, executive director of the 
Tennessee Board of Pharmacy, is serving a 
three-year member term, representing District 
3, on the Executive Committee. As a member 
of NABP, Dilliard has served on several of the 
Association’s task forces and committees, 
including the Task Force on the Regulation of 
Pharmacist Care Services, the Task Force to 
Develop Recommendations to Best Reduce 
Medication Errors in Community Pharmacy 

Practice, the Committee on Law Enforcement/Legislation, and 
the Committee on Constitution and Bylaws. He also served as 
Executive Committee liaison for the Advisory Committee on 
Examinations from 2017 to 2018. Prior to his current role on the 
Tennessee Board, Dilliard worked as a pharmacy manager at 
Walgreens for almost 30 years. Dilliard was also the pharmacist 
and manager of Super D Drugs for more than a decade. He is also 
an active member of other pharmacy organizations, including the 
Tennessee Pharmacists Association where he served as president 
and chaired several committees. Dilliard earned his bachelor of 
science degree in pharmacy from the University of Tennessee 
College of Pharmacy.

Executive Committee
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  9
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Member: Philip P. Burgess, MBA, DPh, RPh

Philip Burgess, a former member of the 
Illinois State Board of Pharmacy, is serving 
a second three-year member term, 
representing District 4, on the Executive 
Committee. An active member of NABP, 
Burgess served on the Committee on 
Constitution and Bylaws, the Committee 
on Law Enforcement/Legislation, and 
the Task Force on Drug Return and 
Reuse Programs. He also was Executive 

Committee Liaison for the Task Force on the Regulation of 
Telepharmacy Practice as well as for the Advisory Committee 
on Examinations. Burgess served for five terms as the chair of 
the Illinois Board. He also worked as a regulatory consultant 
in Chicago, IL. Burgess spent 40 years in a variety of roles 
at Walgreen Co, including national director of pharmacy 
operations and national director of pharmacy affairs. Burgess 
earned his bachelor of science degree in pharmacy from 
the University of Tennessee and a master of business 
administration degree from the University of Chicago.

Member: Gary W. Dewhirst, RPh, DPh

Gary Dewhirst, a member of the North 
Dakota State Board of Pharmacy, is 
serving a second three-year member 
term, representing District 5, on the 
Executive Committee. As a member 
of NABP, Dewhirst has made many 
contributions to the NABP District 5 
meetings, including serving on the 
Resolutions Committee. Dewhirst served 
two terms as the Executive Committee 

liaison to the Advisory Committee on Examinations. In 2014, 
he served as the Executive Committee liaison to the Task 
Force on Medication Synchronization. Dewhirst has been 
a member of the North Dakota Board since 1999 and has 
served as the Board’s president. He was owner and general 
manager of Hettinger Drug, LLC, in Hettinger, ND, for more 
than 20 years and a pharmacy manager at Thrifty White Drug 
for over 13 years. Dewhirst earned his bachelor of science 
degree in pharmacy from North Dakota State University and 
received an honorary doctor of pharmacy license from the 
Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy.

Member: Lenora S. Newsome, PD

Lenora Newsome, a member of the 
Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy, 
is serving a three-year member term, 
representing District 6, on the Executive 
Committee. As a member of NABP, 
Newsome has served on the Task Force 
on Regulation of Pharmacist Care 
Services and the Committee on Law 
Enforcement/Legislation. She was also 

appointed as the 2018-2019 Executive Committee liaison to the 
Advisory Committee on Examinations. Newsome previously 
served as president, vice president, and secretary of the 
Arkansas Board. In 2016, the Board received NABP’s Fred T. 
Mahaffey Award for their contributions to the regulation of the 
practice of pharmacy and their efforts to combat prescription 
drug abuse. Newsome has been practicing pharmacy in 
rural communities for almost 40 years. Currently, she is the 
pharmacy manager at Walgreens in Camden, AR. Newsome 
completed her pre-pharmacy coursework at the University of 
Arkansas in Fayetteville and earned her bachelor of science 
degree in pharmacy from the University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences College of Pharmacy in Little Rock.

Member: Nicole L. Chopski, PharmD, BCGP, ANP

Nicole L. Chopski, chair of the Idaho State 
Board of Pharmacy, is serving a three-year 
member term, representing District 7, on the 
Executive Committee. A member of NABP, 
Chopski has made many contributions to 
the District 7 meetings, and currently serves 
as secretary/treasurer of District 7. She has 
also served on many NABP committees, 
including as a delegate on the Committee on 
Resolutions in 2016, 2014, and 2013, and as 

a voting delegate at the NABP Annual Meetings in 2015, 2014, 
and 2013. Chopski is a pharmacist and partner at Advanced 
Isotopes of Idaho, a staff pharmacist at Portneuf Medical Center, 
and a board-certified geriatric pharmacist through the Board of 
Pharmacy Specialties. Chopski earned her doctor of pharmacy 
degree from Idaho State University.

Member: Richard B. Mazzoni, RPh 

Richard Mazzoni, chair of the New Mexico 
Board of Pharmacy, is serving a second 
three-year member term, representing 
District 8, on the Executive Committee. As 
a member of NABP, Mazzoni has served 
on several of the Association’s task forces 
and committees, including the Task Force 
to Examine Strategies for Preventing and 
Reacting to Pharmacy Robberies and Thefts 
and the Committee on Constitution and 

Bylaws, as well as Executive Committee liaison for the Task 
Force on Expanding International Membership. Mazzoni has 
also served as a member of the New Mexico Attorney General’s 
Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention Steering Committee. He is 
currently a consultant, and his firm, R. Mazzoni & Associates, 
assists clients with regulatory strategy. From 2006 to 2012, he 
was the director of regulatory compliance at CVS Caremark. 
Mazzoni earned his bachelor of science degree in pharmacy 
from University of the Pacific. 
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Educational Sessions

CPE Session Examines Legal Landscape, 
Regulation of Medical Cannabis and Marijuana

The number of states enacting medical cannabis and marijuana laws in 

conflict with existing federal law continues to grow. The current and future 

legal landscape is uncertain, particularly for state boards of pharmacy that 

find themselves with varying roles and responsibilities regarding the regulation 

and distribution of medical cannabis and marijuana. During the pre-meeting 

continuing pharmacy education (CPE) session, “Regulating Medical Cannabis – 

At the Height of Controversy” on Saturday, May 5, 2018, attendees learned 

about the legal status of cannabinoids; how marijuana is being used to treat 

certain disease states; the current medical cannabis and marijuana laws 

enacted by various states, with a close look at Louisiana’s medical marijuana 

program; and the issues surrounding the use of marijuana as medicine.

The Legal Landscape

Alice Mead, JD, LLM, vice president of US public policy and public affairs at Greenwich Biosciences, 
began the session with an overview of the legal status of cannabinoids at the federal and state 
levels. Mead noted that the scheduling of cannabinoid products under the federal Controlled 
Substances Act (CSA) is frequently a source of confusion for states attempting to navigate the 
legal landscape of medical marijuana. For example, marijuana and tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) are 
classified as Schedule I controlled substances (CS), which are defined as having a high potential 
for abuse and no accepted medical use. However, synthetic THC products such as dronabinol or 
nabilone have been placed in Schedule II or III, both of which recognize some medical use with the 
potential for abuse still present. Meanwhile, currently 29 states and the District of Columbia have 
medical marijuana laws, nine states and the District of Columbia have recreational or “adult use” 
marijuana laws, and 17 states allow for access to low-THC/high-cannabidiol (-CBD) products. The 
question is, given the federal scheduling of marijuana, are these states’ laws in conflict with the 
CSA?

In answering this question, Mead clarified that state medical marijuana laws do not deschedule 
or reschedule cannabis, but rather decriminalize certain cannabis-related activities under state 
criminal laws. In addition, most state laws have limits or regulations for physician recommendation 
or dispensing of marijuana such as qualifying medical conditions in the patient, specific THC 
milligram levels (eg, total THC mg in a package is limited), or specific dosage forms (eg, only 
non-smoked forms of marijuana are allowed). Further, unless there is an affirmative conflict, such 
as when a person violates one law in order to comply with another, the CSA does not preempt 
states’ controlled drug laws, which are in fact typically structured similarly to the federal schedule. 
In addition, guidance by the United States Department of Justice (DOJ), such as the 2013 Cole 
Memo or a 2018 rider added to the Omnibus Appropriations Act, has either prohibited the DOJ from 
spending funds to interfere with states’ implementation of medical marijuana laws or made it not a 
federal priority to take action against individuals or businesses as long as they are in compliance 
with state laws and not adversely affecting specified federal interests such as the prevention of 
drugged driving or distribution to minors.

Moving from the legal complexities of medical marijuana, Mead discussed the regulated products 
themselves – particularly, THC, CBD, and their abuse levels versus medical uses. As these two 
cannabinoids work differently on the brain’s receptors, with THC causing the most rewarding effects, 
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they have different abuse levels. In recent 
years, CBD and products such as CBD 
oil, hemp seeds, and hemp extract have 
been attracting interest in the media and 
state legislatures. In 2013, a CNN program 
featured the story of a child in Colorado 
with severe epileptic seizures who 
showed remarkable improvement after 
being treated with CBD. This provoked 
huge interest in CBD’s medical potential 
as well as intense lobbying by parents of 
children with similar disorders, resulting 
in CBD access laws being passed in 17 
states in under two years and an increase 
in online vendors selling CBD products. 
The increase in CBD products on the 
market has also attracted the attention 
of Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 
which has issued warning letters for 
numerous CBD products between 2015 
and 2017 due to misbranding and false 
medical claims and concluded that CBD 
products cannot be marketed as a dietary 
supplement under Section 201(ff)(3)(B)(ii) 
of the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.

Medical Cannabis in Louisiana

Malcolm J. Broussard, RPh, executive 
director of the Louisiana Board of 
Pharmacy, shared Louisiana’s efforts 
in implementing a medical marijuana 
program. Broussard began by providing 
background and details of Louisiana’s 
legislative process, noting that the 
state’s medical marijuana law dates 
back to 1978, when medical marijuana 
was first authorized for treating patients 
with glaucoma or undergoing cancer 
chemotherapy. However, this legislation 
and another attempt in 1991 fell through 
as neither was able to provide the 
necessary framework for the dispensing 
and distribution of medical marijuana to 
pharmacies or patients. The foundation 
for the current law was introduced 
in 2014 and was met with opposition 
from the state’s law enforcement 
community during committee hearings. 
The legislation moved forward after the 
testimony of a woman with terminal 
cancer who was also the daughter of 
a Louisiana sheriff helped garner the 
support of the state sheriffs’ association. 
As described by Broussard, the ensuing 
legislation proposed to establish a 

“parallel universe” to the standardized 
drug supply chain in the US.

Three state agencies were charged with 
implementing medical marijuana laws in 
Louisiana: the Louisiana Department of 
Agriculture and Forestry, the State Board 
of Medical Examiners, and the Board of 
Pharmacy. Each of these agencies was 
given the task of licensing for medical 
marijuana according to their agency’s 
specific oversight. 

Broussard pointed out some crucial 
differences between Louisiana and other 
states’ medical marijuana programs. 
Notably, Louisiana does not have 
a patient registration system for its 
program; instead, it is a recommendation 
from a physician that is sent to a 
pharmacy. Further, these medical 
marijuana pharmacies are licensed as 
pharmacies, not dispensaries as in states 
such as Colorado. Also of significance 
are three restrictions in Louisiana’s law: 
1) the medical marijuana must be of a 
consistent pharmaceutical grade; 2) the 
Board of Pharmacy must draw up a list 
of permitted dosage forms, which is not 
to include any raw or crude cannabis 
product or smoked forms; and 3) the 
Board shall develop a special permit 
for the state’s marijuana pharmacies 
with the requirements that no more than 
10 permits be active at any given time 
and that these pharmacies must be 
geographically distributed across the 
state. 

Keeping in mind that marijuana is still a 
Schedule I CS and that state law cannot 
preempt or be less stringent than federal 
law, the Board also developed regulation 
addressing dosage forms, packaging, 
labeling, distribution, advertising, 
operating standards, security, staffing, 
record keeping, drug disposal, 
prescription monitoring program use, 
and patient counseling, among other 
practices and procedures. For some of 
these procedures, such as packaging, the 
Board relied on existing federal standards 
in the Code of Federal Regulations 
and United States Pharmacopeia, with 
inserted requirements such as that no 
single package can contain greater than 
100 mg of THC. 

The Board has taken a highly detailed 
approach to this credentialing, from 
establishing procedures for applications 
for licenses, to evaluating the pharmacy 
applications based on specific criteria 
identified by the Board, and to holding 
hearings for granting or denying 
the licenses. Broussard also noted 
distinctions between these medical 
marijuana pharmacies and other 
pharmacies in Louisiana. For example, 
medical marijuana pharmacies will be 
able to sell over-the-counter drugs but 
not prescription drugs or CS other than 
medical marijuana, and they may market 
their services and products to those 
physicians licensed to recommend 
medical marijuana using any method 
that does not make such information 
available to the general public (ie, they 
may not advertise through newspapers, 
radio, television, billboards, the internet, 
or social media). Medical marijuana 
pharmacies also may not advertise that 
their products are safe, but may only 
say their products have been tested by 
the state department of agriculture and 
Board of Pharmacy. Broussard noted 
that the credentialing process for the 
pharmacies is still under way.

Issues and Controversies

Kevin A. Sabet, PhD, president and 
chief executive officer of Smart 
Approaches to Marijuana, addressed 
some of the issues and controversies 
surrounding medical marijuana and 
began by drawing comparisons 
between the tobacco industry and the 
marijuana industry. Sabet cautioned 
against narratives about medical 
marijuana that originate from industry 
lobbyists or private equity investors 
rather than health practitioners, as was 
the case with tobacco in the US. In 
particular, narratives and discussions 
surrounding marijuana as medicine 
often set up a false dichotomy between 
legalization or incarceration. Sabet 
pointed to three separate issues that 
often get conflated: 1) penalizing drug 
users versus decriminalization, or “the 
war on drugs”; 2) the medicinal use of 
marijuana and marijuana derivatives; 
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Educational Sessions

Attendees were able to earn up to 6.5 contact hours (0.65 CEUs) of Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education-accredited 
continuing pharmacy education (CPE) credit during the NABP 114th Annual Meeting. The knowledge-based sessions addressed 
current issues affecting the regulation of pharmacy practice and were presented by leading subject matter experts. 

Experts Discuss Regulating Medical Cannabis/Marijuana 
(Above) During the pre-meeting CPE session “Regulating Medical Cannabis – At the Height of Controversy,” attendees learned about 
medical cannabis/marijuana, including the current laws enacted by various states, how the drug is being used to treat certain disease 
states, and future actions to recognize or restrict its use. Pictured from left to right are Malcolm J. Broussard, RPh, executive director, 
Louisiana Board of Pharmacy; Alice Mead, JD, LLM, vice president, United States public policy and public affairs, Greenwich 
Biosciences; Kevin A. Sabet, PhD, president and chief executive officer, Smart Approaches to Marijuana; and Caroline D. Juran, RPh, 
DPh, session moderator and NABP Executive Committee member.

Combating the Opioid Epidemic 
(Left) During the joint CPE session 
“Medication-Assisted Treatment: The Next 
Step in Combating the Opioid Epidemic,” 
attendees learned from pharmacy regulators 
and other experts about opioid treatment 
programs and how incorporating the use 
of medication-assisted treatment will 
provide another tool to help address the 
opioid epidemic. Pictured from left to 
right are Charles H. Smith, PhD, regional 
administrator – Region VIII, Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration; 
Erica Schlesinger, PharmD, RPh, managed 
care resident, Division of Clinical Leadership, 
Tennessee Department of Mental Health & 
Substance Abuse Services; Susan Ksiazek, 
RPh, DPh, session moderator and 2018-2019 
NABP president; and Robert P. Giacalone, JD, 
RPh, president, State Medical Board of Ohio.
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Developing Essential Tools
(Left) The CPE session “Education: Essential Tools to 
Catapult Your Board to the Top” provided attendees 
with insight on how to develop essential tools, such as 
communications and education via social media, to help 
message and educate pharmacists, pharmacy technicians, 
and pharmacy students about the importance of the 
boards of pharmacy. Pictured from left to right are Jeanne 
D. Waggener, RPh, DPh, session moderator and 2018-
2019 NABP chairperson; Allison Vordenbaumen Benz, 
MS, RPh, executive director/secretary, Texas State Board 
of Pharmacy; and Lindsey Laliberte, RPh, member, New 
Hampshire Board of Pharmacy.

Using and Analyzing Data
(Right) During the CPE session “Measuring the Way: 
Metrics Supporting Regulation,” attendees learned how the 
Virginia Board of Pharmacy is using prescription monitoring 
program data to enhance regulatory enforcement, as 
well as how NABP has obtained a vast network of usable 
Verified Pharmacy Program® data and developed metrics 
for analyzing that data. Pictured from left to right are Ellen 
B. Shinaberry, PharmD, RPh, deputy executive director, 
Virginia Board of Pharmacy; Timothy D. Fensky, RPh, DPh, 
FACA, session moderator and NABP Executive Committee 
member; and Duann V. Thistlethwaite, RPh, BCNP, FAPhA, 
NABP accreditation and inspections manager.

Transitioning Pharmacy Regulation to Standards of Care 
(Above) The CPE session “Climbing to the Highest Peak – Transitioning Pharmacy Regulation to Standards of Care” presented for 
discussion and analysis the current model of regulation governing the practice of medicine’s reliance on standards of care and its 
possible application in pharmacy practice acts and regulations. Pictured from left to right are Marcus Watt, RPh, executive director, 
Oregon State Board of Pharmacy; Jack W. “Jay” Campbell IV, JD, RPh, session moderator and 2018-2019 NABP president-elect; Fiona 
Karbowicz, RPh, pharmacist consultant, Oregon State Board of Pharmacy; and Alex J. Adams, PharmD, MPH, executive director, Idaho 
State Board of Pharmacy. 
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2018 Award Winners

NABP Honors Leaders at the Forefront
of Public Health Protection During 114th Annual Meeting 

During the 114th Annual Meeting Awards Dinner, four individuals and two state 

boards of pharmacy were recognized for their determination and dedication in 

supporting NABP’s continued efforts to assist the state boards of pharmacy in 

protecting the public health. A biography of each award recipient is available in the 

May 9, 2018, NABP news release, “NABP Honors Leaders at the Forefront of Public 

Health Protection at Association’s 114th Annual Meeting.” News releases may be 

accessed in the News section of the NABP website at www.nabp.pharmacy. 

2017-2018 NABP President’s Award:  
Jeanne D. Waggener, RPh, DPh
(Right) Jeanne D. Waggener, RPh, DPh, 2017-2018 NABP president and 
former member of the Texas State Board of Pharmacy, was presented 
the NABP President’s Award. During her presidency, Waggener led an 
awareness campaign to promote the efforts and the role of the state 
boards of pharmacy. In addition, a consumer campaign was developed 
to encourage patients to talk to pharmacists about opioids and safe 
medication use. Waggener also reached out to pharmacists, pharmacy 
students, and other stakeholders through a social media campaign to 
promote the educational efforts of state boards of pharmacy. 

2018 NABP Honorary President Award: 
Ray Joubert, BSP, RPEBC
(Left) Ray Joubert, BSP, RPEBC, former registrar of the Saskatchewan 
College of Pharmacy Professionals, received the 2018 NABP Honorary 
President Award in recognition of his commitment to protecting the 
public health and his involvement with NABP. Joubert has shown 
ongoing dedication to NABP by participating as a panelist at NABP 
Executive Officer Forums and hosting district meetings for District 5. In 
addition, he has been an active participant at NABP Annual Meetings. 
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2018 Lester E. Hosto Distinguished Service Award: 
Malcolm J. Broussard, RPh
(Left) Malcolm J. Broussard, RPh, received the 2018 Lester E. Hosto Distinguished 
Service Award, the highest honor bestowed by NABP, for his strong commitment to 
protecting the public health and for his involvement with NABP. Serving as executive 
director of the Louisiana Board of Pharmacy since 1999, Broussard is responsible for 
the Board’s compliance with federal and state legislative and regulatory mandates. 
His accomplishments with the Board include directing the research, development, and 
implementation of Louisiana’s prescription monitoring program. In addition, Broussard has 
served on numerous NABP committees and task forces, including the NABP Executive 
Committee from 2006 to 2013, and was president of the Association from 2011 to 2012.

(Right) The members of the Idaho State Board 
of Pharmacy were honored with a 2018 Fred T. 
Mahaffey Award for their contributions to the 
regulation of the practice of pharmacy and their 
efforts to develop procedures for the profession 
that advance public health and safety in their 
state. Board staff and members pictured are 
(left to right) Alex J. Adams, PharmD, MPH, 
executive director; Holly Henggeler, PharmD, 
member; Nicole L. Chopski, PharmD, BCGP, 
ANP, member and 2018-2019 NABP Executive 
Committee member; Edmund Sperry, public 
member; Kristina Jonas, PharmD, member; and 
Mark D. Johnston, RPh, DPh, 2017-2018 NABP 
Executive Committee member.

(Left) A 2018 Fred T. Mahaffey Award was received by the 
members of the Michigan Board of Pharmacy and Michigan 
Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) for 
their contributions to the regulation of the practice of pharmacy 
and their efforts to develop procedures for the profession that 
advance public health and safety in their state. Pictured are (left 
to right) Cheryl Pezon, JD, acting bureau director, Bureau of 
Professional Licensing; Cynthia Boston, BHS, RPhT, member, 
Michigan Board of Pharmacy; Kim Gaedeke, deputy director, 
LARA; Suit Hing Moy-Sandusky, RPh, member, Michigan 
Board of Pharmacy; and Nichole Cover, RPh, member, 
Michigan Board of Pharmacy.

2018 John F. Atkinson Service Award: 
Ronnie Higgins, RPh
(Left) Ronnie Higgins, RPh, received the 2018 John F. Atkinson Service Award for his 
dedication to protecting the public health and his extensive involvement in assisting 
NABP and its member states with inspection and accreditation services. As a consultant 
for NABP since 2007, Higgins has served as a surveyor and inspected pharmacies for 
compliance with United States Pharmacopeia Chapters <795> and <797> standards. 
He has been instrumental in recruiting and training new surveyors on safe sterile and 
nonsterile compounding practices.

2018 Fred T. Mahaffey Award: Idaho State Board of Pharmacy and 
Michigan Board of Pharmacy and Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs

Special Issue 2018 innovations  | 17



Special Events

Educational Table Top Displays Featured Programs, Updates 
From Federal Regulatory Agencies and Other Organizations

Discussing DEA’s Efforts to Prevent the 
Diversion of Pharmaceuticals
(Left) Karla Hawkins, program analyst, Diversion 
Control Division, Liaison and Policy Section, Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA) (left), and Lana 
Worobec, staff coordinator, DEA (center), discuss with 
an Annual Meeting attendee the division’s mission 
to prevent, detect, and investigate the diversion of 
controlled pharmaceuticals and listed chemicals 
from legitimate sources, while ensuring an adequate 
and uninterrupted supply for legitimate medical, 
commercial, and scientific needs. 

Educating Members About NABP’s Districts 
(Above) Shauna White, PharmD, RPh, executive director, District of 
Columbia Board of Pharmacy (left), shares information about NABP 
Districts 1 and 2 with an Annual Meeting attendee. 

Medical Cannabis 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  13

and 3) legalization for any reason including 
nonmedical use.

In order to increase access to marijuana 
for those patients who will benefit from 
it, Sabet said a long-term solution is 
needed that expands and accelerates 
current research. He notes that states 
with medical marijuana programs or in 
the process of developing programs 
must pay closer attention to FDA actions 
addressing misbranded CBD or THC-
containing products and false medical 

claims, rather than being swayed by studies 
funded and publicized by the marijuana 
industry. Sabet noted some agendas 
that promote legalizing marijuana as the 
solution to the opioid epidemic and high 
hospitalization rates. Such studies contain 
ecological fallacies and fail to look for 
other explainers such as the availability of 
naloxone or expanded medication-assisted 
treatment programs. Further, data from 
science-based publications such as the 
Journal of the American Medical Association 
and the National Survey on Drug Use 
and Health show that medical marijuana 
states actually have higher rates of opioid 
deaths, which Sabet suggests makes 
marijuana a “pathway” drug to opiate use. 

The prevalence of so much misleading 
information surrounding medical marijuana 
underlines the need for safety assurances 
that put the focus back on patients.

As more states enact medical marijuana 
programs, regulators must stay informed 
of legal issues and be able to adapt or 
act to ensure an optimal standard of care 
and the profession of pharmacy maintains 
a place at the table in the role of public 
health care. The speakers’ Annual Meeting 
presentations may found in the Speakers 
section of the Annual Meeting website at 
www.nabpannualmeeting.pharmacy. 

Table Top Display Participants

Acetaminophen Awareness Coalition

Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education

Colorado State Board of Pharmacy

Drug Enforcement Administration 

Food and Drug Administration

National Association of Boards of Pharmacy

NABP/AACP Districts

NABP/Executive Committee & Past Presidents

The Pew Charitable Trusts

Pharmacy Technician Certification Board

United States Pharmacopeial Convention
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Educational Sessions

Educational Poster Session Provides Networking and CPE 
Opportunities for Students, Boards, and Other Attendees
An annual favorite among attendees, the NABP Educational Poster Session continues to offer participants opportunities to 

earn continuing pharmacy education (CPE) credit and interact with representatives of the boards of pharmacy and schools and 

colleges of pharmacy. This year’s poster session, themed “Thinking Forward to Educate,” had numerous participants, including 

students and faculty from four schools and colleges of pharmacy throughout the United States. NABP commends and thanks 

the deans of the schools and colleges of pharmacy for encouraging students to participate. Students’ active and engaging 

participation in the event was well-received by attendees. A list of all poster session participants is available on the NABP Annual 

Meeting website at www.NABPAnnualMeeting.pharmacy. 

Examining Community Knowledge of 
Pharmacists’ Immunization Authority
(Right) Justin Nguyen, Regis University School of Pharmacy 
PharmD candidate (left), explains to a poster session 
attendee the results of a study that examined a specific 
community’s knowledge of pharmacists’ ability to administer 
vaccines. LaToya J. Braun, PhD, associate professor, 
department of pharmaceutical sciences, Regis University 
School of Pharmacy (center), was the faculty adviser.

Learning How Pharmacists Can Expand on Their 
Clinical Skills and Knowledge
(Left) 2019 North Dakota State University School of Pharmacy 
PharmD candidate DeeAnna Hanson (right) explains to a poster 
session attendee how community pharmacy-based, point-of-care 
testing can offer pharmacists opportunities to expand their clinical 
skills and knowledge. 

EPIC Convenes at Annual Meeting 
(Left) Recent past presidents of NABP and the 2017-2018 NABP Executive Committee chairperson convened at the 114th Annual 
Meeting for the Ex Presidents in Collaboration (EPIC) Subcommittee meeting. Pictured left to right are Karen M. Ryle, MS, RPh; 
Edward G. McGinley, MBA, RPh, DPh; Malcolm J. Broussard, RPh; Hal Wand, MBA, RPh; Joseph L. Adams, RPh; and Michael A. 
Burleson, RPh. 
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