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A Message From Secretary Schneider
Greetings,

Welcome to the August issue of the Illinois Department of 
Financial and Professional Regulation Pharmacy Newsletter. 

I am pleased to announce that the Illinois Department of 
Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) is continuing 
to enhance its social media presence. The IDFPR frequently 
issues press releases on its website at www.idfpr.com and also 
distributes information regularly via social media. 

Below are the links to the IDFPR’s social media pages:
 ♦ https://www.facebook.com/ILDFPR
 ♦ https://twitter.com/idfpr
 ♦ https://www.linkedin.com/company/illinois-department-
of-financial-and-professional-regulation

 ♦ https://www.youtube.com/user/IDFPRmedia
I encourage you to follow the IDFPR on the social media 

platforms above and stay connected! 
Very truly yours,
Bryan A. Schneider
Secretary, IDFPR
bryan.schneider@illinois.gov, 312/793-3676
Pharmacy Best Practice and Regulation 
Review: 2016-2017 Influenza Season and 
Opioid Antagonist Training for Pharmacists
By Garth K. Reynolds, RPh, IPhA Executive Director
Major Change in Influenza Vaccine 
Recommendations for 2016-2017

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) 
recently voted to recommend against the use of live attenuated 
influenza vaccine (LAIV). LAIV is commonly available in 
a nasal spray formulation and marketed in the United States 
as FluMist® (manufactured by MedImmune, a division of 
AstraZeneca). During the 2015-2016 influenza season, LAIV 
was recommended for healthy individuals ages two to 49 years 
old. The recent ACIP decision was not reached lightly and was 
based on recent study data from multiple sources that exhibited 
unsatisfactory effectiveness from 2013 through 2016. 

This decision by the ACIP results in no nasal spray for-
mulation being available for the 2016-2017 influenza season. 

The ACIP continues to recommend that all individuals age six 
months and older receive an annual influenza vaccine. Pharma-
cists are reminded that in Illinois, you are able to administer 
influenza vaccine to patients 10 years and older by either a 
patient-specific prescription or a standing order. Make sure to 
contact your wholesaler if you had reserved LAIV formulations 
for the 2016-2017 influenza season and to adjust your incoming 
stock with inactivated influenza vaccine and/or recombinant 
influenza vaccine formulations.

For more information, please refer to the complete CDC 
announcement, available at www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2016/
s0622-laiv-flu.html.

This is also a reminder that in accordance with Immunization 
of Health-Care Personnel: Recommendations of the Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), it is recommended 
that you receive your annual influenza vaccine, as well. 
Illinois State Opioid Antagonist Training 
Program Provided by IPhA

The Illinois State Opioid Antagonist Training Program, 
provided by the Illinois Pharmacists Association (IPhA), is 
an on-demand, web-based training and is now available for 
pharmacists throughout Illinois seeking to dispense naloxone, 
a drug widely utilized to counter the effects of overdose 
from narcotics such as morphine and heroin. By completing 
the Illinois State Opioid Antagonist Training Program, 
pharmacists will gain the ability to dispense naloxone without a 
prescription to those who might benefit most, including trained 
first responders, school nurses, or any individuals at risk of 
overdose. The program is the result of a new law passed in 
September 2015 (Public Act (PA) 99-0480), which expanded 
access to the opioid antagonist drug, naloxone.

The Illinois State Opioid Antagonist Training Program has 
been approved by the Illinois Department of Human Services 
to meet the requirements set forth in PA 99-0480.

Please visit www.ipha.org for more information about the 
training program and to register.

As a reminder, once you have completed the Illinois State 
Opioid Antagonist Training Program, you need to contact the 
Illinois Prescription Monitoring Program (www.ilpmp.org) to 
obtain access to the Naloxone Standardized Procedures of the 
Opioid Antagonist Initiative. Also, the Illinois Department of 
Healthcare and Family Services is requiring pharmacists to 
maintain a copy of the continuing pharmacy education (CPE) 
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statement of credit verifying completion of the Illinois State 
Opioid Antagonist Training Program. To obtain a transcript 
of your CPE activity or a CPE Monitor® Statement for an in-
dividual CPE activity, log in to your NABP e-Profile account 
by visiting the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy® 

(NABP®) website at www.nabp.net.
Garth K. Reynolds, RPh, is the executive director of the IPhA, 

www.ipha.org. The IPhA is dedicated to enhancing the profes-
sional competency of pharmacists, advancing the standards of 
pharmacy practice, improving pharmacists’ effectiveness in 
assuring rational drug use in society, and leading in the resolu-
tion of public policy issues affecting pharmacists.
Illinois State Board of Pharmacy Member 
Elected to APhA

IDFPR, Division of Professional Regulation – Illinois State 
Board of Pharmacy Member Philip P. Burgess, MBA, DPh, 
RPh, was elected as the 2017-2018 honorary president of the 
American Pharmacists Association (APhA). All officers will 
be installed at the 164th APhA Annual Meeting & Exposition 
in San Francisco, CA, held March 24-27, 2017.

The official announcement may be found at http://www 
.pharmacist.com/apha-announces-results-2016-board-elections. 

The Board sends its congratulations to Phil on this 
impressive accomplishment.
Board Members Attend the NABP Annual 
Meeting 
By Lemrey “Al” Carter, Illinois State Board of 
Pharmacy Member

On May 14-17, 2016, many Board members attended the 
NABP 112th Annual Meeting in San Diego, CA, where the 
theme for the weekend was “All Hands on Deck – Forging 
Ahead to a New Regulatory World.” This meeting is a gath-
ering of all 50 state boards of pharmacy and US provinces 
and several of NABP’s international members, including 
Canada, the Bahamas, New Zealand, and Australia. During 
this four-day meeting, there were many presentations that 
focused on some of the most pressing issues affecting phar-
macy today such as prescription drug abuse, diversion, and 
doctor shopping; pharmacist prescriptive authority and the 
regulatory landscape overseeing this authority; federal and 
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state drug supply chain regulations and the impact on patient 
safety; and educational programs/certifications, licensing 
requirements, and the increasing responsibilities placed on 
pharmacy technicians. 

Daniel Kelber, IDFPR associate general counsel and le-
gal counsel to the Board of Pharmacy and the Illinois State 
Board of Medicine, participated in a panel discussion with 
the executive director of the Texas State Board of Pharmacy 
and the chief advocacy officer of the Federation of State 
Medical Boards to discuss telepractice. This panel discussed 
the current state of telepractice and the use of technology by 
physicians and pharmacists to provide medical and pharma-
ceutical care to patients without being in the same physical 
location as the patient. 

In addition to the presentations, this meeting provided 
Board members the opportunity to network with fellow board 
members from other states and provinces. The 2017 NABP 
Annual Meeting will be held in Orlando, FL.
Upcoming Pharmacy Board Meetings

The Board is scheduled to meet:
 ♦ September 13, 2016 – Chicago, IL        
 ♦ November 15, 2016 – Chicago        
 ♦ January 10, 2017 – Chicago        
 ♦ March 14, 2017 – Springfield, IL      
 ♦ May 9, 2017 – Chicago        

Chicago location: 100 W Randolph Street, 9th Floor
Springfield location: 320 W Washington Street
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