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Foreign Pharmacy Graduate Examination 
Committee 

 
 
 
Members Present: 
Bryan H. Potter, Chairman (OK); Paul G. Boisseau (NH); Eugene L. Argo (GA); Henry Gade 
(IL). 

Others Present: 
Fernando Soto, Cuban Pharmaceutical Association (in Exile); Pat Spratt, ACT; Hind Hatoum, 
FPGEE Evaluation Consultant; John F. Atkinson, NABP Legal Counsel; Carmen A. Catizone, 
NABP Staff Liaison; Debra J. Bunch, Frances Peknik, and Chandra Lloyd, NABP Staff. 
The Foreign Pharmacy Graduate Examination Committee met January 8, 1990, at NABP 
headquarters in Park Ridge, Illinois. 

FPGEC Program Update 
Twenty-five boards of pharmacy currently participate in the FPGEC Certification Program. 
FPGEC Certification signifies that the educational and licensure qualifications of a graduate of a 
foreign pharmacy school have been evaluated and verified, that the graduate has successfully 
completed a valid examination normed on the performance of students in U.S. pharmacy schools, 
and that the graduate has achieved a score of 550 on the Test of English as a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL). Each board sets additional requirements for licensure. 

1989 FPGEE 
The Foreign Pharmacy Graduate Equivalency Examination (FPGEE) was administered on 
December 10, 1989 at three locations. Four hundred and ninety-three candidates sat for the test: 
184 in Chicago; 114 in Miami; and 195 in Los Angeles. This represents an increase of 28% over 
1988. A passing score of 75 or higher was achieved by 315 candidates, representing a passing 
rate of 64%. 

1990 FPGEE: 
The NABP Foundation Board of Directors affirmed the decisions of the FPGEC to administer 
the FPGEE in 1990, and the changes discussed below. 

At the January 8, 1990 meeting, the FPGEC approved several modifications in procedures and 
schedules for the upcoming administrations of the FPGEE. The 1990 test date was moved up 
slightly to avoid holiday conflicts. It is now scheduled for December 1, 1990, and will be given 
only in Chicago. 
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The FPGEC now requires that, in order to take the 1990 exam, candidates submit their 
application forms and fees to NABP postmarked no later than October 1, 1990. ALL documents 
must be submitted no later than October 1, 1990. The applications of candidates who do not meet 
these deadlines will be automatically deferred until the next FPGEE administration. 

The FPGEC also decided that no refunds would be issued to candidates who were approved to 
take the 1990 FPGEE after October 1, 1990. The new conditions were printed in the 1990 
FPGEE Candidate’s Information Booklet, which is sent out every candidate who asks for 
information. 

TOEFL Requirement 
The Committee continually reviews the FPGEC program and responds to concerns expressed by 
the boards and other parties. In conjunction with concerns raised by the Cuban Pharmaceutical 
Association (in Exile), the Committee again reconsiders the TOEFL requirement. It reaffirmed 
that a minimum score of 550 on the TOEFL is necessary for FPGEC Certification. 
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