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Committee on Constitution and Bylaws 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Members Present: 
Sr. Margaret Wright (IL), Chairman; H.W. Holleman (MS); Keith Macdonald (NV); James 
McLane (AL). Member Elaine Dunn (NJ) was not in attendance.  

Others Present: 
David Holmstrom (MN), Executive Committee Liaison; Carmen Catizone, Executive Director; 
and Beth Aylward, NABP Staff. 
The Committee met Saturday, March 23, 1991 at NABP Headquarters in Park Ridge, Illinois, in 
accordance with the Associations’ Constitution and Bylaws. 

1990 Proposed Amendments to the Constitution 
There were no amendments proposed to the Constitution in 1990. 

1991 Proposed Amendments to the Constitution 
The Committee reviewed the only amendment proposed to the Constitution this year, which 
addresses Article IV, Section 5 of the document, “the Advisory Committee on Examinations 
(ACE).” Submitted by the NABP Executive Committee as a result of recommendations from all 
three of the Association’s testing Committees: the Advisory Committee on Examinations, the 
Federal Drug Law Examination (FDLE) Advisory Committee, and the Foreign Pharmacy 
Graduate Examination Committee (FPGEC), the amendment proposed that the ACE become the 
policy-recommending body for all NABP testing programs. Currently, each examination has its 
own advisory committee for policy and procedural matters; the change would add FDLE and the 
Foreign Pharmacy Graduate Equivalency Examination (FPGEE) to ACE’s current 
responsibilities for the NABPLEX program. 

The recommendation was made in an effort to provide continuity and uniformity to the 
procedures and policies of all NABP examinations, as they are moved from their outside testing 
contractors to NABP’s own in-house testing department.  

The new amendment would place not only the NABPLEX Review Committee (NRC), but also 
the FDLE Review Committee, and the FPGEE Review Committee under the ACE umbrella. 
These committees would follow the NRC model, consisting of Board members, practitioners, 
educators, and content experts, and would be responsible for the development and review of their 
respective examinations each year. Greater emphasis could then be placed on building, training, 
and maintain, a large and productive pool of item writers for all examination programs.  

As part of the proposed new structure, the Executive Committee recommended, and the 
Committee on Constitution and Bylaws concurs, that the ACE be expanded from its current five 
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members to a maximum of seven members. Because the Association has experienced some 
difficulty in past years coordinating continuity and experience on ACE with the board terms of 
the members who serve on it, the Executive Committee further recommends, and the Committee 
on Constitution and Bylaws concurs, that the standard term of appointment to ACE be reduced 
from five years to three. They also propose that, of the seven ACE members, up to two at any 
one time may be former board of pharmacy members or former chief executive officers of active 
member boards.  

The Committee on Constitution and Bylaws unanimously recommends “DO PASS” this 
amendment in 1992, with the understanding that both the FDLE and FPGEE programs will be 
appropriately represented on the restructured ACE. For more details about the restructuring, 
please refer to the “Report of the Advisory Committee on Examinations.”  

1991 Proposed Amendments to the Bylaws 
Proposed changes to Article VI of the Association’s Bylaws were also submitted by the NABP 
Executive Committee. In accordance with a procedure that was approved by the membership at 
last year’s Annual Meeting, NABP welcomed two new associate members to its fold: New 
Brunswick (Canada), and Western Australia (Australia). The proposed amendments to the 
Bylaws simply place New Brunswick in NABP District I, and Western Australia in NABP 
District VI. 

The Committee on Constitution and Bylaws unanimously recommends “DO PASS” this 
amendment at the 1991 Annual Meeting. 

Old Business 
As follow-up to last year’s Committee report, a subcommittee of the Executive Committee has 
been assigned to study the NABP District structure, to determine if changes are needed to 
maximize participation in and attendance at District Meetings. The 1990-91 Committee on 
Constitution and Bylaws further recommends that consideration be given to the number of states 
and colleges of pharmacy in each district, the number of pharmacists, as well as the need for 
proximity of states within a district.  

In an effort to determine if further changes are warranted, the District Meeting Reorganization 
Subcommittee with conduct a survey of all participants attending the eight NABP District 
meetings in 1991. The results will be evaluated by the Executive Committee early in 1992 and 
recommendations will be made at that time. 

New Business 
The Committee discussed the practicality and the cost-effectiveness of holding a meeting of the 
Committee on Constitution and Bylaws at NABP headquarters each year, if there are no changes 
or only minimal changes proposed to the document. The Committee recommends to the 
Executive Committee that in the future, staff assess the quanitity and nature of any proposed 
changes before scheduling a meeting. If, warrant convening the Committee in Park Ridge, the 
Committee should meet and review all proposed amendments via conference call from the 
NABP office.  


