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Members Present: 
Cary Lyons, Chairman (OK); D. Wayne Bollinger (MT); C. Douglas Chavous (SC); Patricia 
DeLaPointe (MN); Richard L. Ross (KY). 

Ex-Officio Members: 
Patricia Good, Drug Enforcement Administration; Charles Jacobson, Consumer Product Safety 
Commission; Jon May, Food and Drug Administration; George Heil, SmithKline Beecham 
Pharmaceuticals. 

Others Present: 
Ruth Vandever, Executive Committee Liaison (OR); Carmen A. Catizone, Executive Director; 
Beth W. Aylward, Janice Teplitz, NABP Staff. 

Introduction: 
The Bureau of Voluntary Compliance Advisory Committee met December 15, 1990, at NABP 
Headquarters in Park Ridge, Illinois, and March 16, 1991, at the Westcourt Hotel in Phoenix, 
Arizona. The Committee operates under the auspices of the National Association of Boards of 
Pharmacy Foundation to initiate, develop, and execute programs that promote voluntary 
compliance with state and federal pharmacy drug laws. The Committee reviewed and accepted 
its charge to: 

1. Promote voluntary compliance with state and federal drug laws by all health care 
professionals. 

2. Plan, organize, and conduct the BVC Annual Seminar, an educational seminar held in 
conjunction with the NABP Annual Meeting. 

3. Strengthen and increase communications between boards of pharmacy and practitioners 
and pharmacy students by: 

a. Promoting and maintaining state participation in the BVC State Newsletter 
Project; and 

b. Expanding the Newsletter Project to include participation by all boards of 
pharmacy so that they may provide information concerning compliance issues to 
all licensees/registrants. 

4. Strengthen and increase communication between boards of pharmacy by: 
a. Expanding the role of education in obtaining voluntary compliance and exploring 

alternative opportunities open to BVC involvement; and 
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b. Exploring opportunities to develop that will enable, encourage, and aid boards of 
pharmacy in developing their own efforts aimed at obtaining voluntary 
compliance from their licensees. 

5. Promote and maintain continuing liaison and dialogue with the federal agencies, 
primarily impacting on the practice of pharmacy: for example, the Food and Drug 
Administration; the Drug Enforcement Administration; and the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission. 

BVC Seminar 
The BVC Advisory Committee takes particular care in planning and presenting the BVC 
Seminar during the NABP Annual Meeting. This year’s Seminar focuses on the Food and Drug 
Administration’s (FDA) recent decision to reclassify certain prescription-only drugs to over-the-
counter status. The FDA’s action and the resulting availability of such previously restricted drugs 
as Gyne-Lotrimin has generated considerable discussion among the boards of pharmacy and all 
areas of the profession. 

While planning the 1991 Seminar, the Committee strove to examine all facets of the 
reclassification situation. The rationale behind FDA’s decision and an examination of the 
agency’s current and future reclassification procedures will be examined by a representative of 
FDA’s Division of OTC Drug Evaluation Center for Drug Evaluation and Research. Speakers 
will also address the call for the creation of a third-class of drugs which would be available to the 
patient only with a pharmacist’s approval. Since any change in the current drug classification 
system will directly impact the state boards of pharmacy and their charge to safeguard the health 
and welfare of the public they serve, the Seminar will also take a careful look at the 
reclassification issue from the board perspective. 

The BVC Committee believes that the 1991 BVC Seminar will provide a clear and 
comprehensive picture of the FDA’s policy concerning reclassification of over-the-counter drug 
products and the role of the state boards of pharmacy in implementing those changes. 

State Newsletter Project 
The BVC State Newsletter Project continues to serve 34 state boards of pharmacy through the 
distribution of a quarterly, four-page newsletter that provides in-depth state and national 
licensing, regulatory, and disciplinary information to the pharmacists and pharmacies in those 
states that participate. The publications, which have been nationally recognized by many 
government agencies, professional associations, and academic institutions, are a joint effort of 
the state boards of pharmacy and the NABP Foundation. 

Institute for Teachers of Pharmacy Law 
Responding to the excellent reviews and praise accorded past Institute programs, the BVC 
Advisory Committee will again join the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy (AACP) 
in planning the 1992 Institute for Teachers of Pharmacy Law, which has been scheduled for July 
9-10, in Washington, DC.  

The Committee extends its grateful appreciation to SmithKline Beecham Pharmaceuticals, 
whose generous grant provided the funding for the 1990 Institute. 

Board Investigators’ Training Manual 
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The BVC Advisory Committee has embarked on the development of a training manual to assist 
state board of pharmacy inspectors in their investigations of the pharmacies in their jurisdiction. 
The manual will help them document their findings and prepare evidence for the state attorney 
general, if necessary. In preparation for this new project, the Committee is reviewing in 
inspection forms in procedures currently being used by the state boards. 

Other Activities 
The BVC Advisory Committee provides a forum in which the state boards of pharmacy, the 
Food and Drug Administration, the Drug Enforcement Administration, and the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission may exchange information and ideas in an atmosphere that 
encourages cooperation and understanding. The resulting relationship has enabled the state 
boards of pharmacy to participate in the development of those federal regulatory and legislative 
initiatives that are shaping the future of the profession of pharmacy.  


